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ber of their fires that the forces were unequal, they
withdrew a little, to consult as to what they should
do. While halting, they heard in their rear two
canoes, propelled by many paddles. They were
greatly surprised, because they had not observed
these as they passed through them.

It was the ambush of those thirty Iroquois who,
suspecting that there was some one [173] on the river,
wished to find out who it was. Here, then, were our
Hurons between the main body of their enemies and
these two well-manned canoes. They turned toward
the latter, and both sides fired Arquebus shots and
arrows without much effect, owing to the darkness
of the night. The two canoes retreated to their main
body. A Huron who had been captured in battle by
the Iroquois and had taken sides with them, left them
under cover of night, and, running along the bank
of the river, he called out to the Hurons, who were
in doubt as to whether they should renew the fight.
After some distrust of this man, they drew near to
him. He called out that he belonged to their Na-
tion, and that he desired to escape with them. ‘‘ How
many of you are here?”’ he asked. ‘‘ We are but
sixty,” replied the Hurons. ‘‘ Fly,” he said; ‘* for,
besides the two canoes that you met, which contained
thirty Iroquois, there are a hundred, hidden not far
from here.”” He did not include those who were
scattered here and there, in troops, along the great
river. Another Huron, who had hidden himself in
[174] the edge of the wood and had listened to the
Iroquois, told them that ten out of the band of thirty
had detached themselves therefrom to hunt for
Frenchmen. Those ten hunters were quite near
fort Richelieu, hidden amid the brushwood and trees,



